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WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?

Upon completion you will meet (and hopefully exceed) the requirements for
the History and Social Science Standards of Learning for Virginia Public
Schools, adopted in March 2001 by the Board of Education.

Specifically you will better understand
Civil War
VS.7 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the issues that divided

our nation and led to the Civil War by
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that took place in Virginia.
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the Union Soldier

The typical uniform of the Union
soldier consisted of a blue forage
cap with black leather visor, a dark
blue sack coat (flannel), blue wool
trousers, and leather brogans. He
carried a knapsack, which
contained half of a two-man tent, a
groundsheet, an overcoat, and his
personal effects. A rolled blanket
was fastened with straps above the
knapsack. A haversack carried
rations.

The first sergeant of infantry wears
a dark blue sack coat and light
blue chevrons, noncommissioned
officer's sword and red sash. He is
wearing the light blue trousers
adopted for regimental officers and
men.
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Soldiers of both armies carried most commonly the muzzle-
loading.58 caliber M1861 Springfield and English-made
Enfield percussion rifled muskets. They were about 53
iInches long and weighed about nine pounds. They were
accurate at about 200 yards and effective at 1,000 yards. |

| Black powder

They WMine 2 all-Mith@ hollow-based lead slug about \

(7 &Cartridge

one inch in diameter and one inch long. A good soldier
could fire his rifle about three times a minute.

The Springfield Armory and other contractors produced
about 265,000 rifles. The front sight doubles as a lug for the
angular bayonet. The rifle had a two-leaf rear sight, three
barrel bands, a steel ramrod, iron mountings, and a walnut
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Soldiers also carried a M1861 sword bayonet, which was affixed to the end
of the musket. They also carried a cartridge box, canteen, and a haversack.
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the Confederate Soldier j

The typical uniform of the
Confederate soldier was a
forage or slouch hat, gray or
butternut wool shell jacket,

gray, butternut, or blue trousers,
and brogans. A haversack was
used to carry personal items.

Confederate soldiers usually
traveled lighter than their Union
counterparts; instead of a
knapsack, they typically carried
their bedding rolled in their
blanket and slung across one
shoulder.
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The People: Leaders Just Like

Army of Northern Virginia

General Robert Edward Lee

Lt. Gen. Richard S. Ewell

Lt. Gen. James Longstreet

Maj. Gen. Ambrose Powell Hill

Maj. Gen. George Edward Pickett
Maj. Gen. Isaac Ridgeway Trimble
Brig. Gen. James Johnston Pettigrew

Army of the Potomac

Major General George Gordon Meade
Maj. Gen. John F. Reynolds

Maj. Gen. Oliver Otis Howard

Maj. Gen. Daniel E. Sickles

Brig. Gen. John Gibbon

Brig. Gen. John Buford, Jr.

Colonel Joshua L. Chamberlain
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Shortly after the Army of Northern Virginia won a major victory over the
Army of the Potomac at the Battle of Chancellorsville (30 April i 6 May
1863), Robert E. Lee decided upon a second invasion of the North (the
first was the unsuccessful Maryland Campaign of September 1862).

Such a move would upset Federal plans for the summer campaigning
season and possibly reduce the pressure on the besieged Confederate
garrison at Vicksburg.

It would allow the Confederates to live off the bounty of the rich Northern
farms while giving war-ravaged Virginia a much needed rest.

In addition, Lee's 72,000-man army could threaten Philadelphia, Baltimore,

and Washington, and possibly strengthen the growing peace movement in
the North.
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You are the commanding C

Why was it important to capture Gettysburg?

AGettysburg was the main railroad hub (center), which offered the Union Army access
to the states west of the Mississippi River

AGettysburg was the junction of twelve roads that led to Harrisburg, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Washington, and the mountain passes to the west

ACapturing Gettysburg would allowed the Confederates to live off the bounty of the
rich Northern farms while giving war-ravaged Virginia a much needed rest
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On 1 July Union cavalrymen
under the command of Brig.
Gen. John Buford, Jr., fought a
dismounted delaying action
against infantry troops of
Gener al Hi I I &s
northwest of town. By this
stage of the war cavalrymen,
armed with saber, pistol, and
breechloading carbine, were
often deployed as mounted
infantrymen who rode to battle
but fought on foot.

The range and accuracy of  the i nfantr
impossible for mounted men to attack foot soldiers in position, but in this

instance the infantry was attacking dismounted troopers in defensive

positions.
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You are the commanding C

How would you employ cavalry?

AWith their superior speed, mobility, and firepower, cavalrymen were
especially useful for screening and reconnaissance.

AFor advance guard actions in which they seized or held important hills,
river crossings, and road junctions pending the arrival of infantry.
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During the morning
hours of 1 July, this
was the role Union
horsemen played on
the ridges north and
west of Gettysburg.

Buford, with a keen

eye for terrain and
confidence in his
troops, identified the
key terrain of

Cemetery Hill and held
the enemy in place

until the arrival of Maj.
Gen. John F.
Reynol dso6 |
ten oo0cl ock
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XI Corps by noon.
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By midday on 1 July,
two corps of the
Union Army of the
Potomac were

locked in battle with

Hi | Il 6s Conf e
Corps, with

elementsof Ewe |l | O
Corps moving up to
support it.
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