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WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?
Upon completion you will meet the requirements for the

History and Social Science Standards of Learning
for

Virginia Public Schools, adopted in March 2001 by the Board of
Education.

Specifically you will better understand

United States History to 1877
Exploration to Revolution: Pi€olumbian Times to the 1770s

USI.5 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the factors that shaped
colonial America by:

Describing the religious and economic events and conditions that led to
the colonization of America.



To T I

THE BIBLE TRANSLATED
LATIN TO ENGLISH 1611

At the beginning of the seventeenth century, King James authorized a
translation of the Bible into English, which still bears his name [The King
James Version].

Until these English versions came into being, the common man was not
able to read or understand the Scriptures.

Ministers and church officials to tell the worshippers what was in the Bible
and interpret the Scriptures.

People were able to read the Scriptures for themselves.
Controversies over the interpretation of many passages in the Bible.
Other controversies over rituals of the church service.



King of England

King James |
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THE STATE CHURCH

When the Pilgrims lived in England there was only one church
approved by the English King.

A Everyone was required to attend only that churawvery week. All

religion in the kingdom was strictly dictated by the government.
This is what we call a "State Church."

A There was no freedom to choose what a person believed or how he
could worship.

A Anyone who objected to the beliefs of the state church or the forms

of the church services could be arrested, questioned and thrown
Into prison.



TWO TYPES OF PILGRIMS

There were two major groups of believers who disagreed with the beliefs
and practices of the Church of England.

A One group did not believe the state church could be changed: This group
was called "Separatist" because they wanted to separate completely from
the Church of England.

A The other group wanted to stay in the church, but hoped to change its
forms of worship: This group was called "Puritan" because they wanted to
"purify" the church.

A At the beginning of the 1600s, a group of Separatists began to gather at
Scrooby in the northeastern county of Nottingham.



Separatists
Pilgrims

The Separatists wanted to
worship in a very simple
manner without all of the
ritual and symbols which
were used In the Anglican
Church.

They believed there were
SO0 many changes needed
that the only possibility for
them was to "separate"
completely from the state
church.



Separatists Pilgrims

Thelir pastor, Richar@lyfton had guided this religious community into a form
of democratic sefjovernment.

Various points of view were tolerated, but the will of the majority ruled in
decisionmaking. The members of this group believed in equal rights and
equal duties for members of its congregation. Our modern concepts of a
democratic system of government began with Pastor Rickdyéton

The Pilgrims were warm, generous and thoughtful in their dealings with the
fellow citizens and with the Indians they met in America.

Their manner of dress was typical of the ordinary fashions in England at th
time. Some even wore breeches of red, green or violet.

The dark, somber clothing of the Puritans are most often depicted in
Thanksgiving. The Pilgrims were a goadured, funloving people who loved
life and insisted on the freedom of choice.



Separatists Pilgrims Move to the New Worl

A

In 1608 the Separatists moved to Leiden, Holland, where they were able to
practice a simple form of religion. When the conditions in Holland became
unfavorable, the Leiden Separatists looked to the New World for a new hon

The Leiden Separatists succeeded in getting a Patent from the London Virg
Company, which was a group of merchants who were investing their money
new settlements in America in hopes of financial gain.

As part of the agreement, the Pilgrims became indentured for seven years
before they would be free to take any profits for themselves.

TheMayflower- along with its master and padwner, Christopher Jones
was engaged in London to carry the Leiden group to America.
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Captain
John Smith

Captain
John Smith
had been
to the New
World and
made
surveys of
New
England



THEMAYFLOWER DEPARTURE

A A group of norSeparatist people was enlisted to fill out the
required number of passengers for the voyage.

A TheMayflowermade her final departure from Plymouth,
England, on September 16, 1620, with 102 passengers aboa

A Of this number only 41 were members of the Leiden church.

A The remainder of the passengers were hired men, paid
servants, or "strangers" who wanted to make a new life in
America.
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THEMayflower

We are told theMayflowerwas a ship of 180 tuns. A tun was a large barrel or cask for wine equal to double
hogsheads (or 265 gallons). The size of a merchant vessel such\ayft@verwas measured in terms of how

many of these barrels could safely be carried in the hold.Magflowerwas capable of carrying 180 of these large
barrels fully loaded. In fact, she would have been one of the larger merchant vessels of her day.
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TheMayflowermade the
crossing in 68 days,
averaging about 2 miles
per hour.

Coming from England to
Cape Cod th#layflower
sailed against the strong
currents of the Gulf
Stream as well as the
stormy winds of the
North Atlantic.



