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WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?

Upon completion you will meet (and hopefully exceed) the requirements for
the History and Social Science Standards of Learning for Virginia Public
Schools, adopted in March 2001 by the Board of Education.

Specifically you will better understand :

Revolution and the New Nation: 1770s to the Early 1800s
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the causes and results of the
American Revolution :

USI.6 explaining reasons why the colonies were able to defeat Britain.

Colonization and Conflict: 1607 through the American Revolution
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the role of Virginia in the
American Revolution by:

VS.5h: identifying the various roles played by Virginians in the
Revolutionary War era and

VS.5c: identifying the importance of the American victory at Yorktown.
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the American Soldier

Continental troops wore the
uniforms prescribed in the
regulations of 1779 and
supplied at the time of the
Yorktown campaign -- blue
coats with distinctive facings for
the infantry regiments from four
groups of states: New England;
New York and New Jersey;
Pennsylvania, Delaware,
Maryland, and Virginia; and the
Carolinas and Georgia.

All of the infantry coats were
lined with white and had white
buttons. All troops wore white
overalls and waistcoats.

Educational Enrichment for Young Patriots




Soldiers of the Continental Army were equipped with the French.69
caliber M1766 Charleville flintlock muskets. Members of the militia
carried whatever was available to them, which also included fowling
(hunting) rifles (muskets) and captured British muskets.

More than 150,000 Model 1766 muskets were manufactured until 1770,
when it was replaced by the Model 1770/71. When America declared
independence a few years later, France supplied to the American Army
large stores of the retired 1766 muskets. The musket stock was made
from walnut. The total weight of the musket was approximately 9.5 Ibs.
The maximum range was about 100 to 200 yards but effective only
around 50 to 75 yards.
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American soldiers also carried a bayonet,
which was affixed to the end of the musket.
They also carried a cartridge box, canteen,
and a haversack.

The cartridge box held 24 cartridges in
three rows of eight. Each cartridge was
rolled in paper and consisted of about 5-6
grams of black powder and a one ounce
lead ball (bullet). Each end was sealed with
pack thread. On loading, the rear end was
bitten off and a priming charge of powder
placed in the pan. The remaining powder
was poured in the muzzle followed by the
ball. The paper was then packed down by
the ramrod as wadding.

The haversack was used to carry provisions
(food). The kidney-shaped tin canteen held
about one quart of water.
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The British Army
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British soldiers wore black felt hats with white
worsted tape edging. Black tape was used to
cock the hats, and the cockade was also black.
These hats are also known as tri-corn (three
corner) hats. They wore white linen (light cotton)
shirts and a black leather neck stock. The
stocks... are a saving to the men in point of
washing, and do not show the dirt of a shirt, so
much, after a day's wear: two will be necessary
for each man; one of horse-hair for common use;
the other of Manchester velvet for dress. The
waistcoat was made of white wool and the
gaitered trousers were made of white cotton.
Buckle shoes were worn in combat. There was
neither a left or right shoe; the men do not
always wear their shoes on the same feet, but
that they change them every day about, to
prevent their running crooked. The regimental
coats were made of Madder Red wool, with
black facings (collar, lapels and cuffs). The Lace
around the buttonholes is particular to the
regiment, and is half an inch wide white worsted,
with a central red stripe, and a black stripe near
the outside edge. The Buttons have the Arabic
numerals of the regiment in the centre.
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The British soldier carried the.75 caliber 2nd Model Brown Bess flintlock
Musket. It was a muzzle-loaded smoothbore design, and weighed about 10
Ibs. Soldiers were drilled constantly on formation firing and tactical
movement, but only fired several times per year. The effectiveness of the
musket was not impressive. The British soldier was expected to fire one
shot upon command every fifteen seconds. Formation firing was designed
to simply unleash a volume of projectiles in hopes of inflicting some
casualties, but the 14-inch bayonet was the true determining factor on the
battlefield. The maximum range was about 100 to 200 yards but effective
only around 50 to 75 yards.
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In February 1778, Sir Henry Clinton
was appointed as commandar-chief
of British forces in America.

At the end of 1779, Clinton and
Charles Cornwallis transported the
bulk of their forces south and initiated
the second siege of Charleston during
the spring of 1780, which resulted in
the surrender of the Continental
forces.

After the siege of Charleston and the
destruction of Abraham Buford's
Virginia regiments at Waxhaw, Clinton
returned to New York, leaving
Cornwallis in command in the South.
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Since 1779 Clinton had sought to
paralyze the state of Virginia by
conducting raids up its great rivers
and establishing a base in the
Chesapeake Bay region.

However, in an effort to trap the
British General Benedict Arnold,
General George Washington
dispatched the allied French
General Lafayette to Virginia with
1,200 Continentals and persuaded
the French to send a naval
squadron from Newport to block a
British escape by sea.
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Benedict Arnold V (1741-1801) was
born the last of six children in
Norwich, Connecticut. At the age
of 15, Arnold enlisted in the
Connecticut militia.

As a general still on the American
side, he commanded the fort at
West Point, New York, and
attempted unsuccessfully to
surrender it to the British.

After this he served with British
forces as a Loyalist. Arnold is
considered by many to be the best
general and most accomplished
leader in the Continental Army.
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